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FAU is Working to Make Regional Port
Networks More Resilient.
A team of researchers from Florida Atlantic
University (FAU) and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University are working in collaboration with the U.S.
Coast Guard to develop a predictive modeling and
simulation tool to assess the consequences of
hurricanes on the interconnected components of
regional port networks. (i.e., multi-modal
transporation and cargo distrisbution systems, etc.)
The 12-month project, titled Predictive Port
Resilience Tool to Assess Regional Impact of Hurricanes, will leverage data collected from
Hurricane Matthew, a Category 5 hurricane that caused devastation from Florida to Virginia in
2016, resulting in port closures, extensive cargo delays and more than $15 billion in damages to
the southeast region of the U.S. The tool will be used to analyze current response and damage
mitigation strategies and will allow port authorities and community planners to develop new
methods to enhance port network resilience, preparedness and post-disaster recovery.
The FAU project proposal was received in response to the MSC’s 2017 request for proposals and
complements research being conducted by the Critical Infrastructure Resilience Institute, a DHS
S&T Center of Excellence, to assess the economic impacts of port disruptions.

Coast Guard Challenge Seeks Innovative
Solutions to Aid in Search and Rescue.
DHS S&T in collaboration with the U.S. Coast Guard
Research and Development Center (RDC), has
launched the U.S. Coast Guard Ready for Rescue Challenge, a $255,000 prize competition that
seeks boater safety solutions that will help make it easier to find distressed and injured people in
the water.
Submitted concepts may be for a new or updated life jacket or personal floatation device (PFD), an
attachment to a life jacket or PFD, or a new safety device boaters use in addition to wearing their
life jacket or PFD. The deadline for submissions is October 15. To learn more, visit:
https://www.readyforrescuechallenge.com/about-the-challenge/

Graduate Research Assistants to Conduct
Research on AIS Anomaly Detection and
Algorithm Development for ROV Autonomy.
The ability to detect nefarious vessel activities in
U.S. seaports and to identify and prevent oil spills
before they occur are of significant concern to the
U.S. Coast Guard and other Homeland Security
agencies. MSC has recently awarded two new
graduate student research assistantships to Chance
Petersen, from Stevens Institute of Technology's
Information and Data Engineering program and
Helen Walter-Cardinal, from the Mechanical
Engineering program, to conduct research on these
important areas.
Chance Petersen and Helen Walter-Cardinal awarded MSC

Descriptions of the student's research projects can
Graduate Research Assistantships.
be found here: AIS Anomaly Detection and ROV
Autonomy. Outcomes from the one year
assistantships will include research reports and presentations for MSC research PIs and DHS
stakeholders.

DHS Office of Intelligence & Analysis to Hold
Corporate Security Symposium at Stevens.
MSC is collaborating with the Office of Intelligence
and Analysis (I&A) Private Sector Engagement to
host a New Jersey Corporate Security Symposium
at Stevens Institute of Technology in May 2019. The
Symposium is part of I&A's regional Corporate
Security Symposia series that is designed to build
public and private sector relationships and to
facilitate information sharing between private sector
security leaders and federal, state and local law
enforcement.
The Symposium will feature senior executives and homeland security professionals discussing new
and emerging threats to national security and the business community. Conveniently located
adjacent to New York City and in near proximity to many of the state's Fortune 500 companies, the
event is expected to draw representatives from the telecommunications, pharmaceutical, financial
and industrial sectors. Past regional symposium topics have included talks on security
considerations for soft targets, risk intelligence, economic espionage, and cyber and physical
threats. The agenda and event participation will be coordinated through the Office of Intelligence
and Analysis.

Emergency Response Exercises Provide
Unique Learning Opportunities for Students.
On Saturday, September 8, students from the
Maritime Security Center and Stevens Institute of
Technology participated in a full-scale emergency
response exercise at Newark Liberty International
Airport. Coordinated by the Port Authority of New
York/New Jersey's (PANYNJ) Office of Emergency
Management (OEM), the exercise tested the
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airport’s emergency plan for mutual aid response
and enabled airport personnel and local, state and
federal emergency response and law enforcement groups to train together and validate response
procedures.
The students role-played injured passengers in a hypothetical scenario that included an inbound
international flight that crash landed and caught fire at the airport. While feigning various degrees
of injury, the students were able to observe the first responders work to take control of the situation,
treat the injured, put out the burning aircraft, and investigate the scene. Responding agencies
during the exercise included Customs and Border Protection, FBI, PANYNJ Police and several local
emergency response units, fire departments and ambulances.
In addition to providing support to the PANYNJ OEM, the MSC also convenes student volunteers for
exercises with the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP), including
a water to land mass rescue tabletop exercise and a surveillance detection exercise to be held this
fall.

Call for Papers
The Maritime Policy & Management Journal is seeking papers
from researchers, practitioners, and decision-makers from
academia, industry, the non-profit sector, and government for a
special issue to discuss the impacts of sea level rise and
extreme weather events to the maritime enterprise. Topics may
include: Case studies of ports impacted by recent hurricanes,
Environmental, economic, and/or social impacts of climate on
port communities, and Government policies and initiatives for
climate resilience, among other related topics.
The deadline for abstract submissions is December 1, 2018.
Visit MPM Special Issue for more details.
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